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CLEARING UP
THE CLOUD

Have You Harnessed
Its Strategic Advantages?
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The cloud may still feel like a new technology - but in reality,
it's been around for more than 10 years now.

Does that make you feel old?

Let's be clear about something - the cloud is here to stay. In recent years you may have still heard the
occasional "industry insider" suggest that the world may be moving too quickly to an untested and
unsure platform in cloud computing, but no more. The cloud is now an integral part of daily life for
private consumer and business users alike.

What Is The Cloud?

The cloud is a network of technologies that allows access to computing resources, such as storage,
processing power, and more. That's where the data is - in these data centers all around the world.
Which data center your data is in depends on what cloud service provider you're working with.

The Cloud’s Many Layers

Public Cloud

Ideal for small businesses
that may have trouble
budgeting for any other
type of cloud deployment,
a public cloud is simple and
cost-effective. Your data is
stored in a “communal”
data center, which, while
not offering the best
possible security or
compliance guarantees, is
often sufficient enough for
organizations that aren't
required to maintain
regulated compliance.
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Private Cloud

A secure, dedicated
environment to ensure
maximum performance,
security, and functionality
for your business
applications and
employees.

This is usually deployed
for complaint-driven
businesses such as
healthcare and finance.
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A Hybrid Cloud

This is like a dedicated
cloud computing resource
on Office 365 and Azure
Stack with an extension to
on-premise resources for
maximum performance,
control, security, and
functionality.

This is for businesses that
require maximum control
and scalability.




Instead of entrusting your legacy solutions to a
public or private cloud, many businesses are
opting for a hybrid cloud. They use a mix of
on-premise, private and third-party public cloud
services because this provides an infrastructure
where one or many touch points exist between
the environments.

Using a hybrid cloud gives you the freedom to
choose which applications and resources you
want to keep in the data center and which ones
you want to store in the Cloud.

The Cloud Isn't As New As
You Might Think...

Would you say the cloud is “new"? To some, this
may seem like a question with an obvious
answer, but it's not that simple.

The way in which we think about technology
can lead to something feeling new for a lot
longer than would make sense otherwise.

After all, the cloud is more than a decade old,
but a lot of people still think of it as a new
technology. For context, it was 2006 when
Google and Amazon began using the term
“cloud computing” - not necessarily the
beginning of the cloud, but as good a point to
choose as any.

In that year, the now woefully dated Crash won
Best Picture at the Oscars. The Tesla Roadster
was still two years from hitting the streets.
Netflix was more than a year away from
launching their now prolific streaming services.

Does that put it in perspective?
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How Is The Cloud Delivered?

Saas (Software as a Service)

Software as a Service (SaaS) applications are
being adopted at a much faster pace today
than in the past. These are productivity
applications like Microsoft Office 365, cloud-
based practice management solutions,
accounting programs, and more.

Your SaaS provider helps you identify and
select line of business applications that will run
well in the cloud. They can migrate your data
and integrate it with software platforms in your
current premise or cloud technology stack, or
help you implement new ones.

PaaS (Platform as a Service)

This is whole cloth delivery of web applications
that are based in the cloud, all via a
comprehensive platform. The idea is that, in
accessing this platform, you can utilize, develop
and even deliver applications based on
resources that you don't need to maintain
on-site.

laaS (Infrastructure as a Service)

Infrastructure as a Service (laaS) delivers IT
infrastructure on an outsourced basis and
provides hardware, storage, servers, data
center space, and software if needed. It's used
on-demand, rather than requiring you to
purchase their own equipment. That means
you don't have to expend the capital to invest
in new hardware.
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Why Should You Use The
Cloud?

For the same reasons that thousands of other
businesses around the world have already ad-
opted cloud computing:

* Computing Power

The cloud has the ability to activate tens of
thousands of CPUs. This unparalleled power
can quickly perform deep analytics of your
data, and process nearly any ad-hoc queries
that you require.

* Reliable Costs

The cloud services subscription model offers
the strategic advantage of low-cost, low-risk
opt-in combined with a simple, predictable
monthly fee.

* Easy Scalability

Cloud services have the unique strategic char-
acteristic of being able to stretch or shrink to
suit your current level of demand. This is espe-
cially useful for businesses of scale or compa-
nies that go through seasons of activity.

* Real-Time Collaboration

With cloud technology, your staff doesn't have
to wait for each other to be done with their part
of the document or project in order to tackle
their own aspect. They can all work on the
same project at the same time to maximize
productivity.

* Remote Work Capability

This cloud feature allows you and your employ-
ees to work remotely as need be, which will
give your business members the flexibility they
desire to have a more balanced home/work life.
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You Need To Keep An Eye On
Your Cloud

As beneficial as the cloud can be, it's important
to note that it can also pose risks if it isn't
managed properly. It all comes down to the
classic binary relationship between conve-
nience and security.

The cloud gives you unparalleled access to
your data from anywhere with an Internet
connection. That means that external parties
(including cybercriminals) can have undue
access to your data as well if you don't take the
necessary steps to secure your environment.

That's why you need to monitor your cloud.
No matter who you entrust your data to, you
should ensure that you or someone in your
organization is given appropriate visibility over
your cloud environment. That way, you can
guarantee that security and compliance
standards are being maintained.

If you don't have the resources to manage this
type of ongoing monitoring, then it would be
wise to work with the right third party IT
services company. Doing so will allow you to
outsource the migration, management, and
monitoring of your cloud. You'll get the best of
both world - security and convenience.
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